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EDITORIAL 


The out come of the 
Recent OAU conference 


At about the end of last year and the beginning of the cur- 
vent one: there was a lot of talk about the various problems be- 
setting different regions of the African continent, and for which 
solutions as yet have not been found. It was the great hope of 
most Africans that the Heads of States and Governments at their 
summit meeting, held in khartoum last july would at last find 
solutions for the pressing questions, amongst which the follo- 
wing are of utmost importance: 


1) The Horn of Africa question. 


2) The question of Southern Africa. 


3) The case of Chad. 
4) The case of Western Sahara. 
5) The Foreign interference in Africa's internal Affairs. 


6) The search for a lasting middle East peace settlement 
which Africa now tends to leave to the big powers and the con- 
trontation directly concerned. 


Finally the African summit was held and all the questions 
were given attentive consideration. The participants to the 
preparatory council of Ministers of the summit conference, whi- 
le preparing the Agenda could not agree on the inclusion 
of some issue in the agenda and being unable to put foward 
specific recommendations they had to let the Heads of states 
and governments study the matters in greater depth. 


This, for the first time introduced a change in the ordinary 
procedure that is normally followed in similar conferences. The 
summit meeting was made to go into detailed discussions, while 
in the past the council of Ministers presented matters after tho- 
rough deliberations for the approval of the Heads of states and 
Governments. In this Conference, the Heads of States and 
Governments had to formulate their own agenda and to 
filter through the issues to be considered at the meeting from 
those which did not have special urgency to be put to discus- 
sion. 


The atmoshere in which the discussions occurred brought 
to light new approaches in regard to issues to be deliberated 
and the resolution of the unavoidable tensions which made it- 
self acutely felt in this gathering: We may take example of 
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the issue on foreign intervention in Africa’s internal affairs. 
as this is a fundamental question, which for sometime has 
receded into the background but now has ominously reap- 
peared again thereby necessitating an exhausitive discussion 
by African heads of states. However the rather saddening 
thing is that they could not conclusively agree. This me- 
ant that the African leaders were aware of the importance 
of the issue and yet, while recognizing the necessity to see all 
foreign forces pulling out of this continent, they tended to give 
different interpretations to the same matter in accordance with 
the conditions prevailing in their respective countries or re- 
gions. 


Although the discusions were conducted in this inconclusi- 
ve manner, nonetheless, the leaders adopted a resolution calling 
for the sisterly states to consider and fulfill their responsibilities 
towards the continent's defence and security. 


When the issue of the Horn of Africa was brought up, cie- 
arly the African leaders understood how complex the matter is. 
True to its character, Ethiopia tried to present the issue asa 
border problem between itself and Somalia. And on its side, 
Somalia did its best to let the African leaders gaina realistic 
picture of this question by showing how Ethiopia colonised the 
peoples in the Horn of African; and how these peoples embar- 
ked upon a long struggle to free themselves from Ethiopian colo- 
nial yoke. The Somali Democratic Republic pointed out that 
Russo-cuban intervention was consciously designed to destroy 
the Somali peoples right-tul aspirations through military mi- 
ght. Somalia for a long time has been sparing no efforts to win 
the world public opinion to this just cause which in essence is 
different from the border disputes between African States. Ac- 
cordingly the SDR elaborated on the scope of the peoples strug- 
gle for independence and self-determination. 


It was evident that the African leaders appreciated the 
gravity of issue and proposed to find a just and peaceful solu- 
tion in order to prevent any possible conflict between the two 
neighbouring countries. They recommended, among other 
things, that both Somali and Ethiopian forces pull back 5 km 
inside their respective boundaries, and that the war prepara- 
tions immediately cease. Moreover they exhorted the good of- 
fices committee to redouble its efforts to find a final and lasting 
peaceful solution. 


What remains now for the African leaders is to courageo- 
usly deal with the real roots of the whole problem i.e. The col- 
onial nature of Ethiopia which has been subjugating the peop- 
les of Western Somalia, Abbo and Eritrea. Doubtlessly, Africa 
would have condemned Ethiopia as harshly as it condemns 
the colonial and racist oppression in Southern Africa if it knew 
the true nature of Ethiopian colonialism. 


Africa will be an easy victim to naked foreign interven- 
tion which will invent all kinds of pretexts and excuses to keep 
our region languish under colonial oppression and suffer con- 
tinuous instability. £ 
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POLITICAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


Jeh | THE PARTY'S LEADING ROLE AND ITS RELATIONS 


“hint 





The Somali National Libe- 
ration Movement has pas. 
sed through various stages 
in its struggle for indepeden- 
ce, national Unity and Social 
progress. The 21st October 
Revolution carried out by the 
armed forces under the lea- 
dership of Jaalle Siad signi- 
fied the need for the Libera- 
tion Movement to pass into 
a new and higher phase nec- 
essitated by the objective his- 
torical conditions in the 
country. 


In its first and 2nd char- 
ter, the 21 October Revolution 
clearly out lined the impera- 
tive need for the realisation 
of the peoples aspiration to- 
wards independence, Unity, 
the safeguarding of national 
Sovereignty, and social prog- 
ress; and in its struggle to- 
wards these national aims, 
the 2nd Charter has unequi- 
vocally Stated that the Socia- 
list ideology is the only one 
capable of ensuring a rapid 
progress and the creation of 
a society free from all forms of 
oppression and exploitation. 


During the 9 years of 
Revolutionary rule, there has 
been many remarkable achie-. 
vements in all the spheres of 
our social life. The moblisa-. 
tion, orientation and political 
education of the masses has 
been among the spheres whe- 
re the revolution has reached 
particular success. The main 
purpose behind these measu- 
res has been to prepare the 
masses for a full and effecti- 


ve participation in running 
the affairs of the State. To 
put this into effect, the Soci- 
al organisations were establi- 
shed. 


Commenting on this subject, 
the SRSP Secretary General, 
Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre, 
had this to say «Now the 
Conditions are fully Conduci- 
ve to popular rule, which the 
Revolution has so dedicatedly 
been at work to realise.» 


The Somali Revolutionary 
Socialist Party, shouldering 
its responsible task of leading 
the Somali society, has made 
it clear in its lst Congress 
1.7.1976 that it would lead 
and organise the nation thr- 
ough a programme that 
would bring about the radical 
transformation of the Soma- 
li society. It is, therefore in- 
cumbent upon the SRS party 
to carry out the National re- 
construction duties through 
the Socialist system, of course 
taking into account the speci- 
fic conditions prevailing in 
our society. But apart from 
the Party’s heavy responsibi- 
lity to lead the people in the 
national development, it is 
also essential that there sho- 
uld exist a strong, harmoni- 
ous and well-defined rela- 
tions between the Party, the 
social organisations, and all 
the other progressive groups 
and elements in the Society 
for the fulfillment of the Pa- 
rty Programme, its resolution, 
and statue. The maintain 
nance of a permanent link 


— 3 — 


WITH THE SOCIAL ORGANISATIONS 


with the masses is another 
essential factor towards this 
end, and that is why the SRS 
party, which is a party of the 
new type, stresses as one of its 
basic, fundamental principles 
the inseparable links with the 
working masses. 


Comrade Lenin, the inter- 
nationally recognised expone- 
nt of the Party of the new 
type, gave a precise defini- 
tion of what this means, em- 
phasising that the invincibili- 
ty of the Party lies in its 
close links with the working 
people: 


«To live in the very midst 
of the masses. 

«To know their mood. 

«To know every thing. 


«To understand the mas- 


ses. 

«To be able to approach 
them. 

«To win their absolute 


Confidence. 


«Not to isolate the leaders 
from the masses who are þe- 
ing led, the whole army of 
labour». 


In the same vein the SRS 
Party Programme also empha- 
sises the link with the mas- 
ses: «The concept that the 
party can fulfill everything 
in isolation from the masses 
is purely illusory and imgi- 
native. Socialism can only be 
fullfilled when it enjoys the 
support of the masses. That 
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is the reason why the Party 
has to rely in the progressive 
forces, such as the workers, 
the youth, the women, the 
peasants, the nomads, the 
armed forces etc, in the ful- 
filment of its tasks and th2 
edification of Socialism. Of co- 
urse the Party’s link with 
the masses is mainly through 
the mass organisations such 
as those of the workers, youth, 
Women, Cooperatives as also 
through its relations with the 
various State organs. This is 
how the SRS Party comes to 
lead the activities of the so- 
cial organisations and those 
of the State apparatus. 


Moreover, the party sets 
out the Political system and 
directs the functions of the 
Social organsations and en- 
hances their roles and rights 
by enroling certain of its 
best cadres in the Social or- 
ganisations leading bodies. 
The importance of this is 
easily conceived when one 
puts into mind that the Par- 
ty is the only Political organi- 
sation in the country solely 
responsible for leading, guiding 
and directing the duties and 
tasks of the social organisa- 
tions and State organs. 


The Liberation struggle of 
the Somali people has now 
entered upon a new phase 
characterised by the emerge- 
nee of new phenomenas in 
our country, the whole re- 
gion around us, and the wor- 
ld at large. The prevailing 
new conditions definitely ef- 
fect the revolutionary pro- 
cess in our country, our rela- 
tions with the international 
forces, the leadership role of 
the SRS Party, the mood and 
morale of the Social organi- 
sations, and the other stratas 
of our Society. The present 
critical situation can only be 
successfully surmounted, the 
difficulties overcome, the re. 


volutionary process enhanced, 
social transformation effected, 
reactionary forces defeated 
and their efforts frustrated, 
the unity of the Somali people 
consolidated, our relations 
with the progressive forces of 
the world strengthened for all 
these and other relevant mat- 
ters associated with them it 
is important that the Party 
should, in the light of the 
Present precarious situation, 
reassess the present phase the 
Somali people is passin; thro- 
ugh, revise its tasks of mobi- 
lization, direction, Control, in- 
spection, guidance and admi- 
nistration. A daring re-appra- 
isal is badly needed. 


Despite the fact that both 
the Party Programme, and its 
Statute are clearly outlined in 
the documents, yet the truth 
remains that quite an apprec- 
iable number seem to be as 
yet hardly acquaited with 
the contents of these docu- 
ments that constitute the soul 
and spirit of our SRS Party. 
That is why it is high time 
that the party leadership ar- 
ranged ways and means of 
getting in communion with 
the Party organs and the so- 
cial organisations with the so- 
le purpose of improving their 
political standard, engaging 
them in democratic discus- 
sion to hear their ideas and 
opinions giving them full ri- 
ghts to carry out their role 
independently with zest and 
vigour, of course with the par- 
ty leadership advising them, 
helping and assisting them in 
their duties. It is felt, in this 
respect, that a great deal of 
benefit would have been de- 
rived if the Party would ex. 
pedite the introduction of a 
clearly outlined definition on 
the tasks of the Party, the 
State, the Social organisa- 
tions and their inter-relations. 
Avery comprehensive study 
of this material by the people 


Mp 


¡wouid indeed clarify alot of 
matters that uptil now seen 
to be shrouded with ambiqui- 
ity. Likewise it is the duty of 
ithe social organisations and all 
‘the progressive forces in our 
‘lsociety to deligently carry out 
the responsiblity entrusted to 


iithem by the Party. 


|| The social organisations are 
} ithe main instruments thro- 
ugh which the Party mainta- 


‘\\ins its link with the masses. 









“and 


\|They are the reserve army of 


| 
‘i the Party. They are its best 





| ieee social force that is 
to  uncondi- 


i | \Itionally implement the cita- 
; i 


tions of the Secretary General 
iloft the SRS Party; Jaalle Siad, 


[the resolution passed by the 
Central Committee, the Poli- 
| tical Bureau, the state Policy, 


i the Party programme and the 
| ‘Party statute, and the objecti- 
‘ives of the 21 October Revolu- 


iI ‘tion. 


i 


ik 


1 | Stressing upon the relation 


inter-independence bet- 
ween the Party and the so- 
cial organisations, the Secre- 
tary General, Jaalle Siad, said 
the workers are «The þa- 
ckbone of the Revolution» 
and Youth are «The reserve 
and most militant assistant 
of the party». 


It has been slightly more 
than one year since the social 
organisations were establi- 
shed. But during this short 
span of time, they have com- 
mendably accomplished good 
work by way of organisation, 
abidance by party directives, 
establishment of their regio- 
nal and district branches, and 
participation in the national 
development programmes. Yet 
it can be safely said that a 
great deal more still remains 
to be tackled. The streamling 
of their organisational activi- 
ties, the cementing of their 
interrelations, fostering their 

(See page 19) 
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PARTY LIFE 








On 47 July 1978 a histori- 
cal meeting was held here in 
Mogadisho in the headquar- 
ters of the SRYU. It was the 
first meeting of its kind in 
our history (This is to be sub. 
sequently elaborated). It was 
the first session that the 
SRYU’S Central committee 
held inasmuch as the CC 
carries out the already set 
up goals, objectives as well 
as the day to day matters in- 
volving youth in between the 
Congresses. It is to be noted 
here that the SRYU is not 
the first youth organisation 
of its type in our country. 


Somali youth used to have 
its own organisations which 
were forerunners to the pre 
sent one. Amongst the most 
illustrious of these youth or- 
ganisations, and most deser- 
ving to remember is the Soma- 
li Youth League, established 
in the memorable year of 
1943, which initially started 
as the Somali Youth club, whi- 


central 


ch nominally was not a politi- 
cal organisation. However, 
with regard to the SRYU 
thanks to the nature of its 
memebership, form of its str- 
ucture and its programme 
and constitution can proudly 
state that it isa youth orga- 
nisation of a special type. 


After a year and 46 day of 
the SRYU’s establishment sin. 
ce 15th May 1977, its central 
committee has been honestly 
implementing the tasks entr- 
usted to them by the found. 
ing congress; and inaceordan- 
ce with the central committee 
instructions. 


After an opening ceremony 
officiated by Comrade Moha- 
med Mohmoud Warsame, the 
executive committee submit- 
ted a comprehensive resume 
of the activities accomplished 
with in the period of its estab- 
lishment. The report of the 
conunittee was tied to the 
plan already set, and covered 





Report on the first session of the 
Somali Revolutionary Youth Union 
Committee 





those tasks most successfully 
implemented and the ones 
which still wait to be executed. 
Obviously an important as- 
pect of the report was to pin- 
point the reason for the impe- 
diments that were confronted, 
and at the same time discus- 
sions revolved around the new 
plan to be laid down 


Generally the tasks the re- 
port cealt with comprised the 
following :. z 


1. General Organisation of 
the Union 


2. Affairs tuming on the 
economy and adminstration., 


3. Training, mobilisation 
and consciousness raising. 


44. Active participation. in 
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the country’s construction 


and defence. 


Apart from the executive 
committee’s general report, 
the regional and national uni- 
versity representatives of the 
Union delivered specific repor- 
ts. All the reports transmitted 
were founded upon a com- 
mon perspective and did not 
depart from the spirit the ge- 
neral report conveyed. 


The meeting had to handle 
an extensive agenda which 
contained a programme entai. 
ling a number of activities to 
be embarked upon. This 
was due to the fact 
that it was the first meeting 
of the central committee whi- 
ch was delayed due to objecti- 
ve circumstances. Besides the 
union being new and inexperi- 
enced hampered its activities 
and diluted the high standards 
which it set for itself. 


It also became necessary 
to review the Union’s consti- 
tution, and to publisha sup- 
plement any a by law where 
necessary elucidation will be 
proffered. Equally the Central 
Committee had to review the 
executive Committee’s mem- 
bership as two vacancies had 
to be filled up, Additionally 
the Vice Chairman had to be 
named for the various depar- 
tments of the Union. Most im. 
portantly the agenda contai- 
ned a necessary plan for the 
work activities for the coming 
6 months. 


All the above points were 
comprehensively and democra- 
tically discussed by the cent 
ral committee members, and 
each one expressed his/her 
own opinion in accordance 
with the principle of criticism 
and self-criticism. 


The points of paramount 


importance such as the cons- 
titution and supplementary 
by law were accorded serious 
consideration and lower com- 
mittees were appointed to 
study them, and in the 2nd 
session their recommenda. 
tions will be deliberated on. 


The sections of the consti- 
tution dealt with cover the 
parts dealing with the gene- 
ral principles of the Union, 
the central executive commit- 
tee’s respective capacities, res. 
ponsibilities devolving on 
the employed youth secretar- 
iat and those of the university 
students. 


The overall review of the 
executive commitee’s mem- 
bership has been agreed to 
be as follows: 


1. Comrade Osman Warsa- 
me Salah elected Secretary of 
the Foreign relations depart- 
ment. 


2. Comrade Osman Moho- 
moud Hashi elected Secretary 
for the Art and Sport Depart- 
ment. 


3. Comrade Noor Fiki elec- 
ted Secretary for the econo. 
mic department, 


4, Comrade Halimo Sheikh 
Mohomoud elected Secretary 
for organisation department 
of the Union . 


In respect of Control and 
auditing committee the follo- 
wing revision has been made. 


1. Comrade Ali Adan Sa. 
lah, Chairman 


2. Comrade Abdilaziz H. 
Mohamed Vice Chairman 


3. Comrade Halimo Muuse 
Mohamoud Member 


The Vice Chairman of the 


EN A 


various departments comprise 
the following: 


1. Department of Union af- 
fairs — Comrade Hussein Mao 


2, Organisational depart- 
ment — Comrade Ali Wehelie 
Jimale 


3. Ideology Department — 
Comrade Abdilkadir Igal and 
Ahmed Mohamed Hassan. 


4. Foreign relation depart 
ment — Comrade Khalif Ab. 
dirahman 


5. Art and Sport depart- 
ment — Comrade Mohamed 
Dahir Afrah and Mohamoud 
Alsow Adawe. 


6. Educational department 
— Comrade Ibrahim Ahmed 
Afrah 


7. Economic department — 
Comrade Mohamed Abokor 
Mayo 


8. Employed Youth depar- 
tment — Comrade Hassan 
Noor Faahiye 


10. Young pioneers ot 
the Revolution. Mohamed 
Harako. 


The first session of the 
SRYU central committee mee- 
ting coincided with an especial- 
ly important occassion when 
the Somali nation was celebra- 
ting the 18th anniversary of 
independence, the Union of 
two regions of the 5 parts to 
which our country has been 
dismembered, as well as the 
2nd anniversary of the SRSP’s 
establishment. 


The SRYU is undeniably an 
active reservoir of the SRSP’s 
long strategic goals of trans- 
forming our society along so- 
cialistic lines, thereby the 
2nd anniversary of the SRSP’s 
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birth has particular meaning 
and value for the Somali Yo. 
uth. 


Looking at from another 
angle we are in a period when 
our nation is traversing a 
most difficult path, and a bit- 
ter struggle is being waged 
against colonialism, backward. 
ness and the ascertainment 
of true sovereignty. We are 
in a time when imperialism and 
all its abettors, internally and 
in the world arena,our inde- 
pedence, unity and further 
andvance are being subject 
to continuous conspiracies and 
subversion. Accordingly the 
revolutionary progressive So- 
mali forces ought to brave 
themselves to foil these 
pernicious conspiracies and 
move forward to realise the 
noble goals of our nation’s pr- 
osperity. The SRYU which in- 
disputably counts itself as an 
integral part of the progressi- 
ve flank of our society decided 
in the first session of its cent- 
ral committee to wage an un- 
compromising struggle again- 
st all forces and elements 
which endeavour to halt the 
onward march of historical 
progress. This inescapably ne- 
cesssiatates a consistent ful- 
filment of the programme 
agreed upon. 


Our call is addressed to 
revolutionary Youth whom we 
exhort to be ever vigilant and 
open eyed with regard to the 
changing political relations in 
the world arena which invari- 
ably is becoming more and mo- 
re favourable to the national 
liberation movement and the 
democratic forces in-alignment 
with it. The call draws its in- 
spiration from the  qualitati- 
vely new period of the SRYU’s 
farsighted analysis underlines 
our nations present destiny, 
and the Youth’s preparedness 
to sacrifice their dear lives. in 
order to ensure a revolutio- 
nary victory for the Somali 
nation at large. 


The call announces our 
moral and material support to 
the Somali West liberation fr- 
ont and Abbo which fighting 
to liberate the Somali people 
languishing under the Abyssi- 
nian Colonial yoke, Further 
more the SRYU sends its com- 
radely support and exhorta- 
tion to the struggling African 
and Arab peoples in Zimbab. 
we, South Africa, Namibia, Eri- 
trea, Palestine and all those 
shedding their blood for free- 
dom and democracy. 


In the concluding sessions 
of the SRYU central commi- 
ttee members attended, and in 
representation Comrade Abdil- 
kadir H. Mohamed Chairman 
of the mobilisation bureau de- 
livered a speech of support 
Comrade Abdilkadir intimated 
his deep appreciation of the 
SRYU central committee style 
of work and the efficient hand- 
ling of their meeting. «Your 
meeting evinced a matured 
style of work and a heightened 
political consciousness which 
deserves emulation by other 


social organisations», he said. 
Not worthy to mention is 
the undying interest which pe- 
rmeated the meeting all thro- 
ughout the two weeks it tast- 
ed, despite the marathon na- 
ture of some of the meetings 
which lasted from morning to 
midnight. All the same there 
was no tiredness as the com- 
mittee took its duties seriously 
and the points discussed were 
of valuable meaning to all, 
and additionally the meeting 
continued in a’comradely and 
democratic atmosphere. 


Thanks to the chanting 
of revolutionary and patriotic 
songs, the spirit of enthusiasm 
pervaded the meeting and ma. 
de the membership meeting a 
smooth one. The flowers of 
the October revolution took a 
lion’s share in the meeting, as 
they hitherto did. 


In conclusion we express our 
hope that the SRYU’s new plan 
will be g realisable objective, 
and as such will testify to our 
promise to our nation. 





CELEBRATIONS IN 
COMMEMORATION OF ist JULY 


In the history of every na- 
tion, there exist great days 
which leave unforgetable me- 
mories. These are days which 
mark important events that 
make great changes in the 
movement of social develop- 
ment. Among the most impor- 
tant days which have such 
remarkable significance for 
the Somali-nation is 1st July. 
It is the day which witnessed 
the attainment. of independen- 
ce by the Southern region of 
our country from the Italian 
colonial rule and its unifica- 
tion with the already liberated 
northern ex-British protecto- 
rate, thus forming the Somali 
Democratic Republic, 18 years 
ago. Furthermore, it is also 
the day which witnessed the 
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birth of the Somali Revolutio. 
nary Socialist party (SRSP) in 
1976. Therefore, it is quite na- 
tural that the combination of 
these three great national oc- 
casions in 1st July makes this 
date revered and highly valu. 
ed by all Somalis. 


The Somali people fought 
hard for its independence from 
the yoke of.. colonialism; but 
the people’s aspirations and 
hopes were frustrated after 
independence by the political 
leadership who feill an easy 
prey to neo-colonialism. The 
inception of the 2ist October 
Revolution in 1969 and the es. 
tablishment of the SRSP on isi 
July 1976 came as a direct res- 
ponse to the peoples wishes & 
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interests by putting the libera- 
tion struggle on the right co- 
urse, Celebrating this crucial 
day in our national history ju- 
bilant events were held throu. 
ghout the country. 


A CEREMONY HELD AT THE 
NATIONAL THEATRE 


On the night of 30th June, 
a big ceremony was held at 
the National Theatre in comme 
moration of the 18th anniver- 
sary of national independence 
and the unification of the two 
liberated regions of our coun- 
try. It was attended by the Se- 
cretary General of the SRSP. 
President of the S.D.R. Jaalle 
Mohamed Siad Barre, Central 
Committee members of the 
SRSP, a large number of high 
ranking functionaries, leading 
bodies of the government and 
social organizations, the dip- 
lomatic corp accredited to our 
country and a huge number of 
the public in Mogadisho. 


A major event in the celeb- 
ration was a concert perfor- 
med by the (Waberi) artists. 


The theme of the concert was ; ! 


based on the history of the So- 


mali national Liberation strug- . 


gle and its achievements. It 
won the appreciation and ap- 
plaud of the audience present 
at the theatre on account of its 
theme and the beautiful. per- 
formance of the part-taking 
artists: 


But the occasion was crow: 
ned by a historical speech de- 
livered by the Secrétary. Gene- 
nal of thé SRSP, President of 
the SDR, Jaalle Mohamed Si. 
ad Barre. In his moving 
and valuable‘ speech Jaalle Si- 


ad began by congratulating ` 


the Somali people everywhere 
on the august oceasion of Ist 
July. He then turned to an ap- 
praisal of the national strug- 
gle of the Somali nation,, part 
of which attained independen- 
ce and the rest still waging a 


severe war for independence 
and the right to self-determi- 
nation. The president dealt at 
length with the constant strug- 
gle for freedom by those So- 
malis still under colonial rule 
and the support extended to 
them by the Governement and 
the people of the Somali De. 
mocratic Republic. In his spe- 
ech, the president touched 
upon the present deteriorating 
situation in the Horn of Afri 
ca. He pointed out that the 
problem was created by the 
colonial rule of the Ethiopian 
empire and further aggrava. 
ted by her present supporters. 


In view of this fact he 
advised that it becomes 
incumbent upon the O.A.U 
and the nonaligned countries 
to come up actively against all 
measures that impede’ the libe- 
ration of African people and 
hinder their march towards 
the eradication of all forms of 
colonial oppression. 


Talking about the SRSP Par- 
ty, Jaalle Mohamed Siad Bar. 
re said that the party 


has been functioning for only 


two years but in this short pe- 
riod it has accomplished quite 
a tremendous work. The estab- 
lishment of the.party regional 
and district branches, the con- 
vening of three meetings by 
the CC of SRSP in which 
major resolutions beneficial to 
the well being of the masses 
were adopted the establishment 
of the social organisation — 
the Generel Federation of the 
Somali Trade Unions, the So: 
mali Democratic Womens, Or- 
ganisation, the Somali Revo. 


lutionary Youth Union, thé’ 
Organisation of Somali Coope-; 


ratives Movement, these have 


been but few of the tasks caro 
ried out by ‘the party. tnt 


At the end of ‘his speech, 
Jaalle Siad made a ‘referen. 
ce to the substance of the par- 
ty programme and called for 
its implementation by the 


eie 


party members, and the social 
organizations. He urged all 
the members to double their 
efforts and improve the levei 
of their political knowledge. 
Finally he called upon the So. 
mali nation to be more vigi- 
lant and to strengthen its na- 
tional unity. 


Other events high-lighting 
the ceremony were the public 
festivities. Throughout the co- 
untry popular manifestations 
were staged by the masses in 
their respective district quar- 
ters. The programmes presen- 
ted in the various Quarters 
contained varieties of cultural 
and folklore dances. 

In their joyous manifesta- 
tions, the people were joined 
by party officials who delive- 
red noteworthy speeches on 
this grand day the 1st July. 
Apart from reviewing the So- 
mali peoples fierce struggle 
for independence, the role pla- 
yed by the glorious Revolution 
to rectify past errors, the whole 
hearted participation of the So- 
mali people in the task of na- 
tional reconstruction, the SR- 
SP speakers also stressed the 
need for constant vigilance, 
more sacrifice, and collective 
activity at the present preca. 
rious period through which 
our people are passing. 


-Befitting the grandiose of 
this occasion, the Capital city, 
Mogadishu ‘has undergone on 
intensive cledning compaign 
by the:: municipality workers 
and the general public. All the 
private and Government bu- 
ilding were Wwhite-washed and 
the whole ‘town decorated with: 
neon.lights. and the national 
flag. At the main squares and 
orientation centres in the capi. ` 
tal city, the people sang and 
danced with merriment until 
the early hours of the morning. - 
It has indéed been a gala nig- 
ht for the residents of Moga 
dishu, and the whole people 
of our country at large. $ 
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At a graduation ceremony 
held at the National Theatre 
in Mogadishu, Party General 
Secretary Jaalle Mohamed 
Siad Barre awarded degrees 
to 148 new graduates from 
the faculties of Agriculture 
(28), Veterinary (27) Medici- 
ne (27), Engineering (16), In. 
dustrial Chemistry (16), Geo- 
logy (14), Law (12) and Eco- 
nomics (9), of the national 
University. 


The event took place 
‘on the 25th of July. 


In a speech on the occas- 
‘sion the President congratula 
ted the new graduates on 
their success in completing 
their university education 
‘and urged them to make the 
utmost use of what they have 
learned for the benefit of 
‘their country. He also expres 
sed his appreciation of the 
works of the Ministry of Hig- 
her Education and Culture, 
the executive officers of 
the National University and 
the Italian Goverment who, 
he said, played significant ro. 
les in translating the Revolu. 
tion’s objective of establishing 
‘higher educational institu- 
itions into a reality. 


Jaalle Siad spoke at len- 
th about the difficulties 
which confronted the Revo- 
lution in establishing the Na- 
‘tional University, a feat much 
discouraged by  colonialists 
who argued that such an ins- 
titution could never take off 
‘to fruition. We, however, de- 








cided to establish the Natio- 
nal University at all costs ta- 
king into consideration our 
abilities and the confidence 
of our people. He also touched 
on the Revolution’s mass edu- 
cation policy and its achive- 
ments in this field. 

Addressing the new grad. 
uates, the President pointed 
out that «Education is mean- 
ingless if it is not of practical 
value to your society». 

«Somalia pursues a clear 
policy to work towards the 
interests of its people and 
their development guided by 
the socialist system of socio- 
economic development,» Jaalle 
Siad noted, and added that 
we have chosen the Socialist 
system for the interest of our 
people to overcome the diffi- 
cult circumstances that have 
faced our people and hence 
to attain socio-politico-econo- 
mic development in the shor- 
test possible time. 

He described the Somali 
Revolutionary Socialist Party 
as an organ whose aspira- 
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tions is geared towards the 
socio-politico-economic deve- 
lopment of the SDR and the 
safeguarding of the Nation’s 
unity. 

The Somali Revolution will 
not, in any way, divert from 
the path it chose to follow sin- 
ce its birth in 1969 adding that 
everyone will be treated ac- 
cording to his good or bad 
performances and activities. 


«We must get rid off and 
wipe out the very few cor- 
rupt elements who are bent 
on propagating false proga- 
nda within our society pre- 
tending they were efficient 
and informative sources» the 
President stressed. 


Attending the graduation 
ceremony were SDR Vice- 
Presidents, Jaalle Major Ge- 
neral Hussein Kulmie Afrah 
and Brigadier General Ismail 
Ali Abokor, Ministers, Bure- 
au chairmen, SRSP central 
committee members, univer- 
sity professors and other high- 
ranking government officials 
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The Ideology Bureau 


Chiarman briefs the Press 


The chairman of the SR- 
SP Ideology Bureau Jaalle 
Mohamed Aden Sheikh in 
in an interview with repor- 


ters on 26th July in Moga- -+ 


dishu, said, chaving been 
left bo" cope with the prob. 
Igms of colonial legacy Af. 
riĉa must find a way of sol- 
ving its disputes which ha- 
ve created a pretext for for- 
eign intervention in the 
continent». 

Jaalle Mohamed was a 
member-of the President’s 
delegation to the 15th OAU 
Summit in Khartoum. He sa- 
id.that the big powers have 
‘directly intervened in Afri. 
can Affairs in pursuance of 
their own global strategic 
interests by exploiting local 
disputes between African 
States and cited the Russi- 
ans and East European St- 
ates intervention in the Ho- 

rn of Africg Region. 

«This new intervention 
has tempted the ex-colonial 
powers to aspire to bring 
the continent back to colo- 
nial domination,» he said 
He pointed to the fact that 
the root cause of the 
problems of the Continent 
lies in the colonial parti- 
tion of Africa in which bo- 
undaries were drawn on 
paper without considera. 
tion to ethnic and geogra- 
phic realities. 

Jaalle Mohamed said that 
the Conference has under- 
scored the fact that Africa 
must assume the reponsibi- 
lity for its own defence and 
security. 

He went on to say that 
because of the tough dis- 
cussions involved, the confe- 
rence, took a longer time to 
wind up during which time 








the African Heads of States 
and goverments had a chan- 
ce of exchanging views on 
etica Apare and interes- 
ts. 
On ‘mete aigpusellls 
of the Horn of African iss- 
ue, he said, a Good - Offices 
Committee- was formed hy 
the OAU in 1973 on unde r 
standing the grave situĝ- 
tion of the Horn of Afriča 
and the dispute between 
Somalia and Ethiopia over 
the recognition of the righ- 
ts to self determination of 
the peoples “colonized and 
oppressed by Abyssinia, in 
an effort to find a lastig ag 
and just solution te the pro. 
blem. 

«The Somali Revolution 
has, since the establishment 
of the commitee, worked 
much towards assisting in 
the solution of the problem 
but, the committee made no 
headway due to the intran- 
sigence of Abyssinia and its 








endeavour to contain under | 


its empire people struggling | 


for their liberation», he po- 
inted out. 
The Ideology Bureau 


chairman stressed that Ab- 
yssinia, in every way, is co. 
lonizing people who are str- 
uggling for their liberation 
and referred to words of 
Bevin, an ex-British Fore- 
ign Secretary, who said 
that Abyssinia should deco- 
lonize the territories under 
its colonialism. 

He told the reporters 
that the struggle of those 
peoples has been going on 
for a long time and char. 
ged that Abyssinia is respon- 
sible for the deterioriation 
of the situation in the Horn 
by denying. Those people 
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their rights to self determi- 
nation. 

«Abyssinia reduced the 
whole issue during the Lib- 
reville meeting of the eight 
Foreign Ministers of the 
countries constituting the 
OAU Good Offices Commi- 
tee, to a border dispute bet- 
ween Somalig and Abyssin- 
ia thus camoflaging the 
real issue which is in essen- 
ce colonialism and the Wes- 
tern Somalis under its colo. 
nialism» Jaalle Mohamed 
Siad. 

He said that the Summit 
Conference, after much dis. 
cussion and taking note of 
the gravity of the Horn Af- 
rica problem and the West 
tern Somali issue in parti- 
cular, has proposed that 
the armies of Somali and 
Abyssinia should withdraw 
5KMs from the both sides 
of the de-facto boundary bet 
ween the two countries, the 
the cessation of hostilities 
between them and the con- 
tinuation of the mediation 
efforts of the Eight Nation 
Good Offices Committee in 
order to bring about lasting 
and just solution to the pro- 
blem. 


He noted that the Heads 
of States of the OAU medi- 
ation Committee had never 
had the opportunity to 
meet on the issue. 


Commenting on the Eri- 
trean problem he said it 
was not included in the 
Agenda of the Summit even 
thuogh fierce battle were 
though fierce battle were 
Venue. He called on Afri- 
can States to have courage 
to address themselves to 
the Eritrean issue, 
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HERGAN APPEARS 


The first issue of weekly E- , 


ng lish Newspaper published 
by the Ministry of Infor- 


mation and National Gui- 
dence appeared on the 
17th of July, 

The publicatoin of Hee. 


gan (Vigilance) is connect- 
ed with the efforts being 

made to advance Somali 
Journalism. It addresses it- 
self to the current Political 
cultural and economic aff- 
airs of the Somali nation 

in addition to a variety of 
other features, 


It follows the increasing. | 





ly felt need for an English 
weekly for Sometime. Hee- 
gan emerged as a result of 
hard efforts and decisions 
reached in discussions wi- 
thin the highest organs of 
the state with regards to 
improve effectiveness of 
Somalia’s Information Me. 
dia. 

The Newspaper includes 
a weekly round-up of home 
News and gives a clear pic- 
ture of the realities of the 
Horn of African situation 

Heegan Welcomes sug- 


gestion and Comments from | 


its prospective readership. 


Allegations Refuted 


At the session of the OAU 
summit on the 13th July, 
Somalia replied to Ethio- 
pian charges that Somalia 
had violated Ethiopian ter- 
ritory. Jaalle Hussein Abdu- 
kadir Kaasim, Minister of 
Mineral and water Resour- 
ces speaking for the Gover- 
nment emphatically asser- 
ted that Somalia has not 
violated Ethiopian territo- 
ry, and that the Ethiopian 
accusations were merely a 
pretext for aggression on 
the SDR by the Addis Aba- 
ba regime. 


«It is, on the contrary, 
Ethiopian military planes 
that commit incessant acts 
of aggression against the 
Somali Democratic Repub- 
lic», he said «violating our 
air space and carrying out 
air strikes against civilian 
centres in our country». 
The Minister gave exam- 
ples of recent air strikes 
on Hargeisa and other tow- 
ns and villages in the Re- 
public, including the latest 
attack on July 13 on Abdil- 
kadir Village. 





Jaalle Hussein underlined 
that the nature of the con- 
flict in the Horn of Africa 
region was one between a 
colonial regime and coloni- 
zed peoples, and that it 
was not only the Wastern 
Somali people who were st- 
ruggling to liberate them- 
selves from Ethiopian op- 
pression, but also the Eri- 
trean, Tigre, Affar and Ab- 
bo peoples. Replying to fur- 
ther charges made by the 
Ethiopian Foreign Minister 
when making his country’s 
statement to the Heads of 
State meeting, that Soma- 
lia had called in Foreign po- 
wers to its aid, Jaalle Hus- 
sein said it was astounding 
to hear such acusations 
from a regime which has 
employed foreign for- 
ces from the carribean to 
Eastern Europe to assist it.. 
between seventeen and tw- 
enty seven thousand Cuban 
troops are presently invol- 
ved in the inhuman mas- 
sacre of innocent civilians 
in Western Somalia at the 
behest of the colonial Ethi- 
opian regime» he said. 
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Medals 
Awarded 


Vice-President and Assis- 
tant General Secretary of 
the Party, Jaalle Brigadier 
General Ismail Ali Abokor 
accompanied by the Chair- 
man for Party Financial 
Bureau, Colonel Osman 
Mohamed Jelle and Jaalle 
Col. Abdukadir Haji Moha- 
med, Chairman for party 
organisation and mobiliza- 
tion Bureau made a one 
day visit 18th19th July to 
Baidoa, Bay Region. 

The Bay region has been 
awarded a bronze medal by 
the Government for com- 
mendable action in defence 
of the Revolution. 

Presenting the award at 
Baidoa, Jaalle Ismail ex- 
presed appreciation to the 
people of the region for the 
part they had played in pr- 
eserving national unity in 
the face of the abortive 
Coup of April 9th. He also 
awarded bronze medals, 
certificates of honour, and 
promotions to individuals 
of the Bay region who, he 
said, had played significant 
roles in the attempted coup. 
He praised the inhabitants 
of Bay region for their Re- 
volutionary spirit and effec- 
tive contribution in the de- 
fence of the Revolution the 
preservation of the national 
unity and the fight against 
reactionary and anti-revolu- 
tion elements. He said that 
the Revolution will reward 
anyone who assists in the 
consolidation and defence 
of the national sovereigni- 
ty and unity, and urged the 
Somali people to be vigi- 
lant to the defence of their 
interests and country. Jaal- 
le Ismail condemned the 
instigators of the abortive 
coup of April 9th. 
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On Non- Alignme nt and QAU Resolutions 


The need for common 
OAU strategy before the mee- 
ting of non-aligned nations in 
Belgrade was emphasised by 
the Somali foreign Minister 
Abdirahman Jama Barre in 
the course of the OAU foreign 
Minister’s debate on non-alig- 
nment in Khartoum. 


He stressed the OAU’s du- 
ty to protect the independen- 
ce of member countries of the 
non-aligned community and 
said that some countries were 
not fit to belong to the non- 
aligned movement and sho- 
uld be isolated. 


It was unfortunate, he 
said, that some members of 
the non-aligned groups of na- 
tions had changed themselves 
into machines used by big po- 
wers and cited in particular 
the Carribean Island of Cu- 
ba, which, he said, was whol- 
ly serving the interests of a 
big power, and therefore gros- 
sly violating the tenets and 
spirit of the movement. «Cu- 
ba’s actions constitutes a dis- 
grace to the whole Movement,» 
he said. 


«I believe that some coun- 
tries are not fit to stay in the 
Movement» he said. 


On july 28, Jaalle Abdirah- 
man Jama Barre addressed 
non-aligned Ministerial confe- 
rence in Belgrade. 


He reviewed the vital con- 
tributions the non — aligned 
movement has made in the 
world arena: it has contribu- 
ted to easing cold war ten- 
sions to the initiation of posi- 
tive steps towards disarma- 
ment, towards development 
(The New Economic Order), 
also towards easing particular 
tensions and conflicts such as 


those in the middle East. Jaal- 
le Abdirahman emphasised 
that the non aligned moveme- 
nt has paid greater attention 
and achieved greater success 
in the struggles against co- 
lonialism, racism, zionism and 
hegemony. 


The minister pointed to 
the current dangers in Africa 
posed by foreign military in- 
tervention, particularly that 
of the Soviet Union and its 
surrogate Cuba. Among the 
points he raised and argued 
at the conference included- ser- 
ious re-examination of the po 
sition of any state which has 
deliberately violated the non- 
aligned principles and effective 
appropriate steps accordingly 
taken against it; non-align- 
ment to rededicate itself to 
the fundamental principles, 
ideas and objectives which 
enshrine the sum total of the 
aspiration of the non-aligned 
nations; condemnation of all 
acts of foreign interference 
in all its forms and manifesta 
tions; immediate withdrawal 
of all extra-African military 
forces from African soil; Re- 
jection of all attempts to draw 
the non-aligned states into a 
Military alliances with the 
supper powers and their res- 
pective blocs. Jaalle Abdirah- 
man, SDR foreign Minister 
urged the conference to de- 
nounce colonialism, racism, 
zionism, hegemonism and all 
acts aimed at re-imposing do- 
mination and oppression aga- 
inst our peoples. 


A common African strategy 
to consolidate the non-aligned 
movement and a resolution 
against foreign military inter- 
vention in Africa were adopted 
at the recent OAU meeting in 
Khartoum, he recalled. 

The Somali delegation at 


ED 


Belgrade together with seve- 
ral other delegations called for 
next years non-aligned sum- 
mit scheduled to be held in 
Havana, Cuba, to be shifted 
elsewhere or postponed 

The 15th OAU summit ad- 
opted important resolutions at 
the closing of the 5-days mee- 
ting on the 22nd of July in 
Khartoum, Conference Chair- 
man President Nimeiry hai- 
led the success of the summit. 
Togo Foreign Minister was el- 
ected new secretary General 
of the OAU, 


The resolutions which we- 
re adopted, condemned foreign 
military bases and pacts with 
extra-African powers; pled- 
ged to pursue the struggle for 
total liberation of all African 
peoples as a means of ending 
all forms of domination; cal- 
led for a common African stra- 
jegy to consolidate the nos. 
aligned movement; strong, 
sondmened all foreign inter 
‘erence in internal affairs c. 
ihe African continent; callet. 
for the reactivation of th 
DAU Commission to conside: 
the establishment of an inter 
African military force; called 
for a strengthening of Afro 
Arab co-operation and a plea 
to Arab sister states to increa 
se economic support for the 
continents development; reaf. 
firmed support for Egypt, A- 
rab front line states and the 
palestinian peoples for the res- 
toration of their rights and 
the recovery of occupied terri- 
tories, and condmned Israeli 
expansionism; reaffirmed sup 
port for Namibian liberation 
under SWAPO leadership; con 
dmned military build-up of 
South Africs, and its repeated 
aggression against neighbou- 
ring states; reaffirmed support 
for the Patriotic front of Zim- 
babwe while maintaining that 
other political groups should 
óe included in an all-party con. 
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ference; pledged increased fi- 
nancial, material and political 
support for intensification of 
armed struggle inside South 
Africa; continued sanctions 
against the Salisbury and Pre. 


toria regimes and increased 
support for Front line states: 
to petition tothe UN Security 
Council to consider mandatory 
decisions to prohibit South Af- 
rica from achieving nuclear 


weapon capability; appeal to 
member states to settle dispu- 
tes through African organs. 

The next Assembly of the 
OAU will be held in Monrovia 
in 1979. 





A new 


A ceremony was held at the 
education Ministry Headquar- 
ters on 23rd July to mark the 
handing over of the newly bu- 
ilt Polytechnical Institue and 
the departure of the Korean 
Construction Teams who put 
up the Institute. 

The ceremony was atten- 
ded by the Minister of Educa- 
tion J/le Aden Mohamed Ali, 
the Korean Ambassador in 
Mogadishu Comrade Han 
Bong Chol and other Somali 
and Korean officials. 

Speaking on the occassion, 
the Minister noted the impor- 
tance of the Institute to the 


future technical progress ot 
the country and its people 
and said that the Somali go- 


verment and people are very 
grateful to the Korean gover- 
nment for its assistance in the 
construction of the Institute, 

He said that it would be a 
positive contribution to the 
growing tiesof friendship 
and cooperation between the 
two countries. 

J/le Aden expressed thanks 
to the government and people 
of Korea under the wise leader 
ship of Comrade Kim Il Sung 
and the Korean technical te- 
ams in particular. 

He conferred certificaties 
of honor to the Korean and 
Somali technical teams who 
took part in the construction 
of the Institute. 

The Korean Ambassador, 
Comrade Han Bong Chol in 
speech on the occassion talked 
about the growing ties of coo- 
peration and friendship bet- 
ween the two countries and 
said, that the construction of 
the Institute is clear indica- 


polytechnical 





tion of increasing cooperation 
between the two peoples un- 
der their respective guidance 
of Jaalle Siad and Comrade 
Kim Il Sung. 

He said that the 
people is very happy with the 


Korean 


progress attained by the So- 
mali people in its struggle for 
national Unity and develop- 
ment. 


institute 








The Ambassador noted the 
struggle of his own people for 
national construction, the 
building of Socialism and their 
fight against Imperialism. 


The polytechnical Institute 
was Officially inangurated by 
the President J/le Siad on 
July 1st and would accomoda- 
te about 2000 students. 





| Islamic league official 


| Mr. Ibrahim O. Ismail, 
| the Islamic league Director 
of Budget Department con- 


, cluded a 7-days visit to the 


Somali Democratic Repub- 
lic on 27th July. 

Briefing newsmen upon 
arrival on the purpose of 
his visit, he said his mis- 
sion was to promote SDR 


tions and solidarity. He dis- 


gue will extend US dollars 
700,000 assistance to the So- 
mali Revolutionary Youth 
Centres and the Refugee 
Camps of the people who 
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and Islamic League rela- 


closed that the Islamic Lea. 





have fled from Ethiopian 
colonial oppression. 

During his stay in Soma- 
lia Mr. Ismail met Somali 
officials. He also visited the 
Revolutionary Youth Cen- 
tres of Lafole and Afgoi 
and refugee camps in Har 
geisa. 

The Islamic League Offi- 
cial spoke to reporters shor- 
tly before his departure 
and said he would brief the 
Islamic League Headquar- 
ters in Jeddah on his expe- 
rience in Somalia and the 
conditions of the Western 
Somali Refugees. 
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sige the inception of the 
Rev¥oltition on 21 October 1969, 
the, Somali people have made 
able achievements in 
all‘the aspects of life. The 
overall effects of these achie- 
vements, and particularly the 
developments in the field of 
culture, notably after the wri- 
ting of the Somali language, 
hag enthused the Somali peo- 
ple to take to an unpreceden- 
ted practice of writing. This 
has in its turn contributed to 
the revival and improvement 
of the Somali culture. 





Writing is of significant im- 
portance to the people, since 
it is through writing that all 
the relationships in the socie- 
ty can be clearly introduced, 
relations that pertain to eco- 
nomy, politics, social and be- 
haviour. Needless to stress the 
primary and essential task of 
writing as a means of com- 
munication. The introduction 
of the written script did not 
come about easily as many 
may think, nor has its deve- 
lopment been an easy process. 
Every writing necessarily de- 
picts the objective reality that 
prevails in the society and the 
transformational processes it 
has passed through. Itis a 
true measure rod to the his- 
torical stage of the society and 
its level of social develop- 
ment. 


Now, getting down to the 
core of the matter, that is the 
essence and objective of wri- 
ting, itis pértinent to ask 
what is the relationship bet- 


ART & CULTURE _ 


The writer's role in the society 


ween writing and the society? 
What is the character of the 
writer? These are questions 
that have demanded adequate 
answers for a very long time, 
but at the present historical 
epoch, the answer to these qu- 
estions take a different mean- 
ing owing to the emergence of 
two social world systems dif- 
ferent in their philosophical, 
economical, political and social 
bearings. Two systems that 
are entirely opposed to each 
other and antagonistic in their 
out look. It is,therefore, nec- 
essary that inorder one may 
give the correct answer to the 
foregoing questions to have a 
clear and true understanding 
of the world situation, the 
correlation of forces and the 
specific conditions in each 
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country, a fact that can best 
be reached througha deep 
analysis guided by scientitic 
perspective, since we naturally 
know that different approa- 
ches to the same problem or 
question do giye different an. 
swers. 


Many people who are thou- 
ght to be both well learned 
and experienced do believe 
that a writer always takes a 
neutral position as regards the 
conflicts between the different 
classes in the society. They 
are of the idea that the defini. 
te social relations does not 
have any impact upon the 
works of a writer. Likewise, 
they hold that the writer is 
not at all bothered to express 
the interest of a particular 
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class but essentially depicts 
the prevailing reality in the 
society from a neutral and in- 
dependent stand. And therefo- 


re no blame is attributable to . 


the writer if his/her works win 
the likes of same individuals 
in the sociéty and the dislikes 
of others. 


The faultiness of this idea 
lies in the fact that it takes 
account of the individual al- 
one ignoring at the same time 
that the works of every writer 
has per se a class nature de- 
pending ofcourse upon the ex- 
isting social relations in the 
society. Citing an example in 
this, there are some writers w- 
ho, when dealing with political, 
economic and social matters 
in the society confine them- 
selves to embracing the exis- 
ting problems and difficulties, 
particularly when dealing 
with the developing countries, 
they always mention these 
countries’ economic and social 
backwardness, without at all 
mentioning anything about 
the underlying reasons for this 
and the impeding factors al- 
ong the way to its proper solu- 
tion. Those, of such writers, 
who try to to be more sincere 
with themselves do claim that 
the main obstacle that hinders 
the advancement of the deve. 
loping countries lies in their 
low level of education and 
poor technology, putting, at 
the same time much of the 
blame on the people of these 
countries who they allege do 
not show any enthusiasm for 
hard work and more produc- 
tion. Therefore, they subsequ. 
ently recommend that inorder 
to overcome this back- ward. 
ness the developing countries 
ought to improve their educe- 
tional standards and get more 
technicians. It is irrefutable 
that to improve the educa- 
tional standard of a society 
enhances its: progress, but the 
adequate question is whe- 
ther itis alone sufficient 


enough to solve the funda- 
mental problem of back ward- 
ness in the societies of the de- 
veloping countries. We may 
even go little further and ask 
whether the high level atta- 
ined by certain developed 
countries in the field of scien- 
ce and technolgy have been 
able to solve their basic prob- 
lems. The answer is obviously, 
no. The truth which is testified 
and supported by the progress 
of history shows that the socio. 
economic backwardness of the 
developing countries is due to 
the long periods of colonialisa- 
tion which these countries we- 
re subjected to. Backwordness 
in these countries is not the 
curse of God, but primarily la- 
gacy of the colonial yoke that 
exploited, oppressed and prac- 
tised all forms of dehumanisa- 
tion upon the peoples of 
these countries inorder to 
perpetuate its 
domination. It becomes, there- 
fore, clear that the primary 
condition for development is 
for these countries to radically 
change the social relations in- 
herited from colonialism and 
to embark upon the path of 
progress and which in essence 
shouid be anti-imperialist, anti- 
colonialist, and anti-capitalism 
That is the path that guaran- 
tees the abolition of all forms 
of exploitation and the estabi-. 
lishment of a new more ad- 
vanced form of social rela- 
tions. 


With this briefs and perti- 
nent remarks, wecan deal 
with the afore said questions 
the relationship between the 
writers work and the society, 
and the characteristic nature 
of the writer. 


There is no doubt that the in- 
dividual is a part of the soc’ 
ety. The society in its turn has 
policies that govern its econo- 
mical, political, social, and cu- 
Itural life. These policies: are 
naturally determined by the 
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social relations prevalent in 
the society, and which objec- 
tively place the individuals at 
certain position. That means 
that every individual in the 
society is to a certain degree 
effected the social ralations in 

It has also to be borne in 
mind when tackling such a 
complicated topic as the role 
of the writer in the developing 
countries, that it has to he 
done within the context of the 
present international situation 
where two conflicting world 
systems are at logger heads 
with each other exerting a 
great influence on all the ac, 
tivities of the human race in 
our planet. Coming to those 
societies with crystallised class 
distinctions, we can easily ob- 
serve that they comprise of 
two antagonistic classes. The 
exploiter and the exploited cla- 
ss, the oppressor and the opp- 
ressed on. The bour- 
geoisie and the proletariat. 
dis tinct classes are engaged 
in a continual fierce struggle 
against each other in all aspec- 
ts of life ideological, economi- 
cal political and social spheres. 


The bourgeoisie is fully commi- 
tted to the perpetuation of its 
exploitation of the working pe- 
oples where as the latter is une- 
quivocally determined to free 
itself from the fetters of ax. 
ploitation and oppression and 
to establish a liberated new 
society. History has amply 
shown that victory is on the 
side of the working-people, The 
truth of this conviction lies in 
the laws that govern the social 
development of mankind, and 
which is manifested by the 
characteristic features of the 
contemporary era, where the 
trend of history is becoming 
more and more shaped by th 

forces. of liberation, demec 
racy, and social progress and, 
simultaneously witnessing, 
the crisis and the gradual 
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decay of the forces of reaction. 

In the hight of this fact, 
would it be possible for any in- 
dividual in such a society to 
speak about being neutral or 
independent of the ralations 
that govern the different class 
positions in sucha ‘society? 


Can any one any longer air. 
an idea that could be equally 
welcome by the rival classes, 
so much so when it deals with 
vital matters as economy, poli- 
tics or social affairs. As I have 
already said in the beginning 
the answer to all these que- 
tions will never be the same, 
because it will be viewed from 
different angles and through 
different perspectives, but let 
me deal with it in brief. 


It is indisputable that in 
class society, every individual 
is attached to the class one 
belongs and consequently 
defends its interests. But 
that does not at all 
rule out that there are 
individuals who may rise aga- 
inst their own class. The im- 
portant thing, however, is not 
the individual allegiance as 
much as itis the general 
interests, aims, and objec- 
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tives each class is fighting 
for. It therefore, follows from 
this that every individual is 
consciously or unconsciously 
bound to take a class stand in 
all his activities, thoughts, and 
behaviour. 


The writer in such a society 
can never profess to take an 
independent stand. The falla- 
cy of this professy has been 
exposed by history. Every 
writer takes a class position 
and will continue to do so un- 
til the social order undergoes 
a total and radical transforma- 
tion that renders all forms of 
exploitation and coercion a 
matter of the past. we say 
because in a class socie- 
ty all forms of writing no 
matter whether the theme be- 
ing dealt with its politics, eco- 
nomic culture or philosophy, 


uphold and defends 
the intersts of a par- 
ticular class. But one 


should never be under the 
wrong impression as to think 
that the writer’s mission is 
only needed and essential in 
a class society only. Far from 
it, even after the establish. 
ment of a socialist society, 
contradictions are not comple- 








Farewell to a sorrowful state 
Hallo toa new happy begin- 
ning. It is our art dusting it- 
self up-it is our national thea- 
ter which in July this year dr- 
‘ew up the curtain to ‘show its 
drama entiled, «History 
not to be forgotten,» acted by 
Waberi artistes. 


For along time, now the 
educated theatre goers expre- 
sssed their disquiet with the 


quality of our plays. They we- 
re saddened by the perennial 
backwardness of our plays do 
minated as these were dome- 
nated by romanticised love af- 
fairs which were the normal 
recipe of our script writers. 
The educated theatrical goers 
felt the urgent need for plays 
which will educate the public 
in combatting the sorry legacy 
of colonial reglect and back- 
wardness. Such plays certain. 
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tely got rid off. Certain con. 
tradictions still persist to re- 
main like those between scien- 
ce and technology, the town 
and the countryside, mentai 
work and manual labour etc. 
although these are non-anta. 
gonistic contradictions 
owing to the absence of conflic- 
ting interests of social classes 
in the socialist society. 


Revolutionary writing, besi- 
des, dealing with current prob- 
lems also foretells the contra 
dictions likely to arise in the 
society during its on-ward ev. 
olution and suggests the ap- 
proporiate ways and means oë 
overcoming them. 


Writing whether in form or 
essence is as complex and in- 
tricate as the social structure 
and the opposed interests in 
the society it deals with, but 
we can safely say that every 
writers work, particularly in 
the present historical epoch, 
is either in the service of the 
working peoples interests or, 
on the other hand, it stands 
with the bourgeois class which 
is bent on the exploitation of 


the working masses. 


THE OVERVIEW OF THE THEATRICAL PLAY 
“HISTORY NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN,, 


ly willhelp usin the awfully 
needed transition from tradi. 
tionally inherited harmful be- 
haviourisms and normative va 
lues which act as brake on the 
process of social development, 


The apparent backwarde. 
ness of our theatre is intrepre- 
ted by some people to be attri- 
butable to its immaurity, tied 
as this is to the level of social 
development doubtlessly this is 
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one factor to be taken into ac- 
count in the overall assess- 
ment of our art, but the truth 
is that it is not the only factor. 


The history of our theatre 
amply goes to prove the firm 
conviction that a host of other 
factors, by and large, contribu- 
te to our theatrical backwar- 
dness. Surprisingly it emerges 
that the poor quality of our 
plays has a temporal sequence, 
that is the earlier the play is 
produced the more probable is 
its better quality. This is an ab 
solute negation of the logical 
expectation that quality will 
improve with the passage of ti- 
me. 


At the time of colonial sub- 
jugation the theatre honestly 
carried out its task of inspi- 
ring the people to relentlessly 
fight against colonial oppres- 
sion. Conversely it lent great 
value to the spirit of freedom 
which beat in the heart of eve- 
ry patrictic person. In the pe- 
riod of the corrupt neo-colonial 
regimes the Somali theatre fu- 
lly exposed the rottenness of 
the maladministrative practi- 
ces of then ruling elite, co- 
nsequenly plays engendred a 
revolutionary spirit. Apart fro. 
m those exclusively political 
tasks, the theatre filled the ro- 
le of tirelessly combatting the 
anti-social normative values 
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subsisting in the society. The 
artistic form of conceptual po. 
trayal was an honest and com 
prehensive one. 


Be that as it is, in this era 
of revolutionary upsurge our 
theatre fell short of its social 
responsiblities and lagged 
behind in its bounden du- 
ty of disseminating revolutio. 
nary ideas, In actual fact it 
missed its role of contributing 
to the consolidation of a revo- 
lutionary political spirit in the 
minds of the masses. 


Accordingly it was ill fitted to 
cope with the harmful and tra- 
ditional ideas and practices in- 
herited from the preceding so- 
cio-economic formatioins whi- 
ch existed in the colonial and 
neo.colonial era. 





The displeasure for our the- 
atre weighed heavily on me the: 
night of 5th july when I joined 
the rest of the audience to see 
the new play, «History not to 
be forgotten». It never crossed 
my mind that I will witness a 
play to gladden my heart bea. 
ring in mind the countless plai 
ys formerly displayed. I thoug- 
ht this one will go the same 
way, that, is a day as good- as 
lost. However with this new: 
play my prediction was imme-' 
diately disproved and I was 
chastised and thrown into a' 
new happy mood where pessi-' 
mism for our theatre receded 
into the background. A new 
melodramatic phase affording 
confidence in our future art‘ 
and artists and easting everbe- 
ard the lack of confidence ma- 
de itsf felt. 


The plot of the play $ mot 
new to our theatre; but the 
technical form of its expres:' 
sion is what is new, and there : 
by distinguishes it from plays 
formerly acted. The plot is abi- 
rd’s eyeview of the Somali na- 
tion’s struggle in the various 
historical periods. Of course 
this topic has been touched 
on a number of times but one 
really feels that the artistic 
expression of the play’s multi- 
dimensionality has not been 
fully brought out. el 


«History not to be forgot- 








HALGAN 


JULY 1978 





ten» was the first silent drama 
staged by our theatre, and this 
is the linchpin of its contribu- 
tion to our theatrical produc- 
tion. It’s artistic appearance 
in terms of form reminded us 
of the heights which our the- 
atre earlier attained. 


When the curtain is 
immediately drawn the un- 
anticipated scene of a 
musical group sitting single 
file, equipped with all their 
musical instruments is seen. 
Written musical notes and a 
leading conductor is a new in- 
novative method this play ad- 
ds to our theatrical scene. 


Apparently a healthy borro- 
wing from the rich store of wo- 
rld art is noticeable here. After 
several meaningful musical be- 
ats the plot of the play un fol- 
ds. 5G 

Is is a prosperous commuuity, 
peacefully settled in its own 
land and happily engrossed in 
festivities for its good fortune. 
But then, as life is a veritab- 
le witness the happiness ean- 
not be allowed to flow unin- 
terrupted, Who disturbed and 
disrupted it!? 


An enemy broke in and the 
peace was made to totter, and 
the prosperity to fade. A sum- 
mon for help and preparations 
to thwart the enemy starts, 
but the first battles end in de- 
feat. This defeat is symbolised 
by aman tied firmly in five 
places lying at the furthest 
corner of the stage. 


A bitter struggle ensues and 
the two contending forces. are 
the community army who is 
fighting to force the shackled 
man and the invading enemy 
who is trying to keep him a 
prisoner. The battles continues 
and the colonial shackles one 
by one are untied. With the 
untying of each, madly jubi- 
lant festivities ensue. Evenu- 


ally only two shackles remain 
but the battles for liberation 
continues unabated. 


To an extent the plot is one 
of suspense, the actors are si- 
lent and that heighens the 
audiences interest and imagi- 
nation, the explanation of the 
plot by the audience is aided 
by pictures behind the scene, 
which correspond with every 
act emerging. 


The new contributions of 
the play «History not to be for- 
gotten» to our theatre can be 
summarised below as_ the fol- 
lowing: 


1. The introductory music 
with its scientific orientation 
and slf-explanatory tendenci- 
es, 


2. The silent form of the 
actors. 


3. The advantage to which 
every spot of the theatre is put 
to. 


4. The harmonised atmos- 
phere or the general organisa- 
tional form of the play with 
its exemplary successful imagi- 
nation. By this is meantto bri- 
ng out the cooperative and co- 
mplementary roles of the plot, 
music, lightening, decour and 
the pictures emerging from 
behind the scene. Inspi- 
te of the fact that all these did 
not harmonically corrrespond 
100% nontheless we can cate- 
gorically state that a great suc 
cess was scored in this regard. 


5. Déserving notice is that 
the level of acting was of high 
and inimitable standard, Wa- 
beri artists who acted in this 
play showed world standards, 
and impressive acting value 
goes to the hero of the plot 
who doubtlessly will inspire 
patriots the world over. 

All points afore-mentioned 
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sowed the seeds of Patriotic 
enthusiasm in the audience 
and precious appreciation une- 
qualled by the cheap romanta- 
icised love plays hitherto sta- 
ged, there by disproving the 
contention that nothing but a 
love story could attract such 
an audience. The warm chee- 
ring and the enthusiasm wel- 
coming that play act a veritab- 
le witness that the quality of 
the theatre as a place of songs 
peoples, tastes. Accordingly a 
more qualitative play attracts 
a greater public appreciation. 
The children brought up in l0- 
ve and mythological oriented 
plays, and who thus regarded 
the theatre as a place of congs 
and laughter bereft of wisdom, 
might not have captured the 
meaning pregnant in the play 
in the first nights of display, 
inasmuch as they missed the 
jocular but meaningless talk 
and cheap but emotionally mo- 
the theatre as a place of Songs 
left with the imprint of a las- 
ting name and destiny which 
left were to us all by a valuable 
play honestly reflecting the ti- 
mes we live in. 


The praises showered on 
this new play should not be ta- 
ken to mean thatitis fault 
free. In point of fact there are 
certain drawbacks which the 
play suffers of, Major amongst 
these, is the fact that the fina- 
le of the play seems to be has- 
tliy compiled and coordinated, 
evincing therefore an imba- 
lance vis-a vis its other parts. 


The other factor underlying 
the plays weakness is the slo- 
wness of the story’s unfolding 
and its undue lengthiness as 
regards the vast historical pe- 
riod it has to survey which con 
sequently makes it imperative 
to reduce it toa mere ove- 
rview. This is a mistake which 
besets our historical plays and 
it stands to reason that in the 
future this has to be corrected. 
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Inspite of the fact that the 
play was meant to commome-. 
rate an important occasion, all 
the same it is arguable that ar- 
tistically should have been ma- 
de to deal with one of the fa- 
cts of the historical struggle 
of our nation. A more circum- 
spect analysis would have al- 
lowed a deeper and more down 


relations with the various 
Party organs, further streng- 
thening of their cordial ties 
with the other progressive for- 
ces like the armed forces, the 
nomadic population, the intel- 
lectuals, the Petty traders etc. 
Rallying behind the Secretary 
General’s, Jaalle Siad, wise 
citations, the Party Program- 
me and the principles of the 
October Revolution, the Social 
organisations ought to re-dou- 
ble their revolutionary efforts 
and activities so that the his- 
torical tasks facing the Party 
and the people at this rather 
critical period of our national 
struggle are accomplished tri- 
umphantly. Under the banner 
of Scientific Socialism, the 


to earth and artistically inte- 
resting conclusions. This natu- 
rally would have heightened 
the melodramatic effect, and 
the intensity of the social stru- 
ggle would have gained mome- 
ntum there by contributing to 
the undying interest in the 
play. 


In conclusion one only glad- 


(cont’d from Page 4) 


Social organisations must se- 
If-lessly contribute to the at- 
tainment of the aspirations of 
the people towards indepen- 
dence, national Unity, and 
social progress. 


— The Social organisation 
should wage a relentless str- 
uggle against the unholy al- 
liance between the reactionary 
forces and the counter-revo- 
lutionary engaged in the sabo- 
tage and the crushing of the 
21st Oct. Revolution. 


— They ought to combat 
all forms of corruption, Triba- 
lism, nepotism and other out- 
moded values, norms and me- 
thods. 


ly and warmly welcomes the 
fruitful strides of Somali theat- 
re, but our nation who is in a 
period of transition anticipates 
greater and firmer strides in 
the future. This progressive de- 
velopment is a historical mis- 
sion which our theatre, along 
with the other facts of our so- 
cial life, ought to measure up 
to. 


— They must display the 
highest vigilance and awaren-. 
ess, and must protect and 
promote the achievements of 
the Revolution, 


— They are obliged to ral- 
ly their forces behind the par- 
ty, its Programme and the 
principles of the revolution 
for the successful creation of 
a Somali Socialist society in 
the future. 


— They should actively 
work in the midst of the mas- 
ses; mobilise them, organise 
them, link them with the par- 
ty, so that fullfilment of the 
Somali people historical objec. 
tives are more easily attained. 
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THEORITICAL ISSUES 








Social development, is such 
a pervasive and on going 
process that social thinkers ha- 
ve to lay down the factors that 
contribute to it. Obviously so- 
cial development is a such 
complicated and multi-sided 
reality that the sources un- 
derlying its ever present, vita. 
lity can only be as variegated 
and numerous as is made ne. 
cessary by a process of s0 gig- 
antic proportions. In this ar. 
ticle the role of the class str- 
uggle in the forward push of 
society will be attempted. The 
import of why amplification 
cn this issue is a practical point 
is imputable to the undoubted 
fact that certain philosophers 
and social scientists of a bou- 


rgeois inclination castigate 
and denigrate class struggle 


in such a way as to vividly 
potray it as an anti — thesis to 
healthy social development. 

Class struggle, and its advo- 
cacy, takes in the minds of 
those social scientists, a cata- 
cylsmic and catastrophic dim- 
ensions negating almost all 
the fruits which human civi- 
lisation and culture so pain. 
fully acquired throughout a 
long span of man's history. 
Accordingly these bourgeois 
social scientists, amongst 
whom K.Popper, a British so. 
cial scientist, features promi- 
nently take the point of view 
that instead of an ungoing 
class struggle, with its natu- 
ral tendency of the anarchic 
destruction of what is now 
available, it is safer to com. 
mit oneself to the present 


The class struggle as a mot ive force of 


Social development 


status quo. The present of 
course is nothing but the mo. 
nopoly state capitalist order, 
with its avaricious multinati- 
onals, and the dominant sub- 
servient relationships linking 
up the centre and periphery 
in an unbreakable neo-colon- 
ial straitjacket of dependency 
of course this neo-colonial 
straitjacketing of dependency 
could in the course of time, 
through energetic internal 
and external economic restru- 
cturing be avoided by under 
going a national democratic 
and socialist phases of trans- 
formation. Be as it is, theore- 
ticians of K. Poppers ilk pour 
cold water on socialism, see- 
ing it as a fotaliterian system 
negating man’s right to free- 
dom, and therefore close the 
door to an objective option 
which continuously, and incre. 
asingly offers itself as the al. 
ternative to the socio-econo. 
mic impasse confronting 
third world countries. All 
the same let us delve into the 
interesting topic of class str- 
uggle contributting to human 
societies onward march into 
inevitable progress to commu- 
nism and the attainment of 
overall plentifude and abun. 
dance. 


Bourgeois historians during 
restoration in France, such as 
Francois Guizot, Thierry, Mig- 
net, and a host of others ad. 
mitted the continuity of class 
struggle in human society, 
and the beneficial! by produ- 
cts of such struggle between 
estates as they called it. The 
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analytical conceptualisation 
of the restoration went a step 
ahead compared to that of 
French enlightment, who saw 
history as nothing but the 
undistrubed unfolding of rea- 
son looked up in struggle with 
ignorance. But enlighment, in 
its rationalist spectrum was 
an advance over Hegol who re- 
duced history to the acti- 
vity of the pure spirit, in 
the evolution of the abso- 
lute idea which swaggers 
before us as the creator 
of everything, but shows its 
illegitimate existence in being 
fatherless, by having no sour- 
ce. As it is bourgeois theoreti- 
cians though sometimes intu- 
itively or by virtue of intellec- 
tual honesty arrive at an ap- 
proximation to the truth, no- 
netheless in the last stage 
shy away from uttering the 
whole truth, This was the ca- 
se with these french social 
scientists who representing 
the bougeoisie come to however 
tried to fabricate theoretical 
substantiation for an eternal, 
immutable and inexorabie 
sway of capitalist social rela- 
tions. For Guizot Capitalisn 
constituted the terminus, the 
end of the road for human ei- 
vilisation, from now on man 
kind has to endure to live 
with capitalism, K.Marx pun- 
gently and succinctly has to 
state, «Thus there has been 
history, but there is no loa- 
ger any. There has been his- 
tory, since there were institu- 
tions of feudalism, and in 
these institutions of feuda- 
lism we find quite different 
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relations of production from 
those of bourgeois society 
which economists try to pass 
off as natural and, as such, 
eternal». 


HOW THE CLASS STRUG- 
GLE FAVOURS SOCIAL DE- 
VELOPMENT. 


On what grounds could 
class struggle be said to fa- 
your social development? As 
is unequivocally stated in the 
communist manifesto, ever 
since the decay of the primi- 
tive communal society, the his- 
tory of human society has 
been that of class struggle: 
Freeman and slave, patrician 
and plebian, lord and serf, 
guildmaster and journeyman, 
in a word, oppressor and op- 
pressed, stood in constant op- 
position to one another, car- 
ried on an uninterrupted, 
now hidden, now open fight, 
a fight that each time ended, 
either in a revolutionary recon 
stitution of society at large, 
or in the common ruin of the 
contending classes». Crux of 
the whole matter is underli- 
ned by the italised parts in 
the nature of things class 
struggle consciously organised 
has to end up in the revolu- 
tionary transformation of the 
society as is attested to by the 
French, and American bourge- 
ois revolutions of 1789, and 17- 
76 respectively, and by the 
socialist and national democ- 
ratice revolutions of this cen- 
tury. Not withstanding this 
more or less beneficial aspects 
of the revolution, resulting 
from the dialectics of the 
class struggle, is the second 
polarity of the struggle and 
that is the common ruin ema- 
nating from the integral weak. 
ness of the revolutionary pro- 
cess. The continous uprisings 
of the oppressed classes, wh- 
ich were defeated because of 
ill organisation, and which 


there by gave a new lease 
of life to an abominable sys- 
tem of exploitation and hu- 
man degradation categorically 
prove Marx’s wisdom. 


Addressing ourselves to cl- 
ass struggle’s healthy influe- 
ence on social development 
draws its undiluted dynamics 
from the that, «Classes as lar- 
gegroups of people differing 
from each other by the place 
they occupy in a historically 
determined system of social 
production, by their relation 
(in most cases fixed and formu 
lated in law) to the means of 
production, by their 
role in the social organisation 
of labour, and consequently, 
by the dimensions of the 
share of the social wealth of 
which they dispose of the mo- 
de of acquiring it» play a 
prominent part in the social 
structure which defines and 
determines the direction, sc- 
ope and tendency of social 
development. Classes are the 
most significant criterion by 
which the existing social con- 
flicts could be assessed, and 
their general orientation jud- 
ged. Major historical events 
are played out by these large 
groups of people which compr- 
ise classes, and the good and 
the bad which the involved 
millions mobilised by the tas- 
ks which history bases to be 
settled ultimately rebound on 
the historical necessitiy dri- 
ving those social forces to co- 
me into the historical scene. 
Class struggles do not arise 
simply of their own but un- 
derlying them is genuine his- 
torical tasks awaiting to be 
finally and ultimately resol- 
ved. And inspiring all the 
grand movements of antiqui- 
ty, as well as the ones now 
unfolding is the singular and 
successful carrying out of the 
particular interests of this or 
that class interest. In terms 
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of global human interest the 
most progressive class’s in- 
terest usually coincides with 
the common interests of hu- 
man society i.e. the French re- 
volution of 1789 as the cor- 
relation of class forces hens- 
tood, epitomised the dreams 
of mankind. However in the 
prevailing conditions of today 
a bourgois revolution would 
not have such great magnitu- 
de and advantageous results. 
But how does the class strug- 
gle deepen and enrich the on- 
going process of self-develo- 
ping human reality. 

The basic ingredients to 
socio-econmic development, as 
engendered by the class str- 
uggle emanates from the an- 
tagonistic nature of social de- 
velopment in class divided so- 
ciety. In his, a contribution 
to the critique of Political 
Economy K. Marx states, «At 
a certain stage of their deve- 
lopment, the material produc- 
tive forces of the society come 
into conflict with the existing 
relations of production, or 
what is but a legal expression 
for the something — with the 
property relations within 
which they have been at work 
hitherto. From forms of deve- 
lopment of the productive for- 
ces these relations turn into 
their fethers. Then begins an 
epoch of social revolution, 
With the change of the eco. 
nomic foundation the whole 
immense superstructure is 
more or less rapidly transfor- 
med. By this is meant that 
productive forces, constitu- 
ting the more dynamic varia- 
ble of the mode of production, 
vis-vis class production re- 
lation, have a tendency of ou- 
tupacing and outstripping the 
latter by virtue of this g soial 
revolution has to ensue to es- 
tablish and synchornise the 
new productive forces with 
appropriate production rela- 
tioris. To the extent that the 
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old production relations rep- 
resent a class interest, in ca- 
pitalist society the bourgeoi- 
sie, the new production rela- 
tions to be set up can only by 
championed, and are in the 
interest of the working 
class. This is the case inasmu- 
ch as in capitalist society 
there are two basic classes 
the bourgeoisie and the wor- 
king class, who inevitably co. 
ntend for political power. 


The sharpening of contradic- 
tions within the capitalist sys- 
tem, in terms of the increasing 
socialisation of property thro- 
ugh vigorous concentration 
and centralisation of capital, 
the breaking up of barriers be- 
tween countries and their res- 
pective economics, and the 
mutual interdependence (sic) 
are the sine qua non for a so- 
cialist revolution led by a wor- 
king class party to irre. 
versibly succeedin the long 
run. The rationale of 
the social revolution which 
is born in the womb of 
the capitalist society springs 
from the incapacity of the ru- 
ling class to find answers for 
further social development, 
from the working class’s mili- 
tancy, and its unpreparedness 
to live in the former framework 
of oppression and exploitation. 
The proletariat organised wi. 
thin their vanguard party, and 
incontestably representing the 
path of historical necessity 
are able to rally around them 
most of the working class stra- 
ts and other non-exploiting sec- 
tions lying between it and the 
bourgeoisie. Needless to say 
the proletarian task following 
a successful social revolution is 
all-rounded constructive. From 
these on, through socialist 
transition, the foundations ar- 
e led for a classless socity,. 


THE DIALECTICS OF 
CLASSES AND CLASS 
STRUGGLE IN THE THIRD 


WORLD COUNTRIES 

Undoubtedly general laws 
of socio-economic processes 
and phenomena in their objec- 
tive regularities, are the same 
the world over. This, invaria- 
bly affects the nature, and the 
level of class formation, and 
class struggle, in all its unifor- 
mand universal - dimensions. 
Without casting any doubt as 
to the general laws impinging 
on the topic in hand, it is per- 
tinent to note the specificities 
and peculiarities of a country, 
or a number of countries, The 
link between the universal 
and the particular, and all ot. 
her categories, and the inter. 
connections between them tes. 
tifies to the richness of the di- 
alectical method. Third world 
countries where the intensity 
of class formation is yet ata 
low level due to the economic 
underdevelopment to which 
they have been subjected to, 
by long colonial neglect, and 
the neo-colonial straitjacketin- 
g perpetrated by the discrimi- 
nations of today’s internatio- 
nal world market necessitate 
a novel analysis. The strength 
of the traditional economic or- 
der in the form of multifarious 
communal structures of parcel 
holding and patriarchal stages 
in agriculture, and the mini- 
mal development of an indust- 
rial sector introduces elements 
whereby the dynamics of the 
social.class structures take 
new and uncharted paths of 
evolution. In the Somali De- 
mocratic Republic where over 
60% of the population are no- 
mads entails a departure from 
the ordinary methodological 
construct with regard to class 
struggle. 


Class struggle in third wor. 
ld context contends with a nu- 
merically and qualitatively im- 
mature proletarian force whi- 
ch in political consciousness 
organization by large differs 
from the prevailing reality in 
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highly advanced capitalist co- 
untries. Consequently theo- 
retical exposition of class stru- 
ggle has so far enlightened us 
on this score by holding out 
the view that it revolves aro- 
und the issue that there are a 
complex of intermediary class 
groupings which transitional- 
ly fill up the role of the wor- 
king class, To elaborate on this 
the national bourgeoisie, the 
intelligentsia, the fledgling 
proletariat and peasantry, and 
other nonexploiting & latent 
bourgeois classes step into the 
new role of forming a board al- 
liance agreeing on a collective 
program of militant democra- 
tic and an anti-imperialist po- 
litical objectives through whi- 
ch the shared aspiration of ra- 
pid socio-economic developme- 
nt could best be carried out. 
The militant and anti-imperai- 
list stand of these broad social 
groupings affords them the 
tremendously needed social 
orientation which on a natio- 
nal and international context 
shapes the variegated socio-po. 
litical possibilities which enab. 
le a newly sovereign country 
to attain a sure foot in a world 
where an intense sense strug- 
gle is raging between multiple 
forms of social and class gro- 
upings. In addition this social 
orientation has to encompass 
a definitive attitude to a choi- 
ce between the two social sys- 
tems which are lacked up in 
conflict in the world arena. In 
the ever changing scenario of 
class struggle in its local and 
international context the so- 
cial orientation goes through 
upswings and down swings, af- 
fecting the destiny of the so. 
cial groupings that unite in 
the broad progressive alliance. 
The progressive stream and or- 
ientation retains its vitality 
and rationale throughout the 
decisive evolution of the revo- 
lutionary process. 


The unity of these progressi- 
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ve social groupings armed with 
a world proven & tested prog- 
ressive ideology preferably a 
marxist-leninist one is a pro- 
mising start to deepen and 
enrich the evolving revolu- 
tionary fermentation in soci- 
ety. This fermentation is has- 
tened by certain policies adop- 
ted by the revolutionary de- 
mocratic state such as the pri- 
ority and encouragement given 
to the state sector, the invigo. 
rated political organisation 
and the attendant heightenin- 
g of social consciousness which 
go a long way to satisfy nec- 
essary social transformation 
to be wrought ina backward 
society. Besides this, the crea- 
tion of social organisations 
mobilising the working class 
and the toiling masses in ge. 
neral, and the state aid advan. 
ced to them particularly with 
respect to cooperatives, and 
other economically strategic 
sectors devolve to the benefit 
of the working masses, Furth- 
er more an integral aspect of 
the policy imperatives 
of the revoluti onary 
state is to seriously 
weaken and combat the reac. 
tionary machinations of the 
overthrown reactionary classes 
represented by remnants of 
the tribal and feudal order, as 
well as the comprador and bu. 
reaucratic bourgeoisie, who 
are in close cooperation with 
the international Capitalist 
class with thousands of threa- 
ds mainly in the economic fie- 
ld. 


The resistance to this mot- 
ley of reactionary classes is a 
complex and complicated one 
thus calling for extreme vigila- 
nce on the part of the progre- 
ssive forces inasmuch as these 
reactionary forces in align- 
ment with expatriats capital 
continuously conspire to stage 
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a comeback. What a successful 
counter-revolutionary come- 
back means for the progressi. 
ve alliance can vividly be dra- 
wn from the Chilean experie- 
nce of post 1973 Pinchot’s in- 
human rule. 


The dialectics of class strug- 
gle in third world countries is 
an inexhausitble subject mat- 
ter which a subsection of an 
article cannot do full justice 
to, Anyway the possiblities of 
its ongoing evolution is an in- 
teresting matter which will 
hold the attention of countless 
budding scholars. We can only 
hope that the endless discus- 
ions this will entail bear fruit- 
ful results which will rebound 
to the maturing third world 
global struggles turning on 
true sovereignty, full socio.ec- 
nomic independence and a so- 
cial welfare for the too long 
exploited third world peoples. 


The progressive nature of 
class struggle hinges by and 
large on the nature of the clas- 
s leading that struggle, and 
the tasks sets for itself. The 
bearings of social development 
has from antiquity upto now 
constituted an ascending fine, 
that is development from the 
lower to the higher, and ever 
growing approximation to the 
grounding of a more just ord- 
er, where by stages and them 
more rapidly, as with the help 
of the scientific and technical 
revolution to banish the scour- 
ges of humanity such as pover. 
ty, ignorance and disease from 
the scene. The rooting out of 
exploitation of man by man, 
the assurance of abundance 
for all, the expansion of man’s 
rights and his realm of free 
dom, the invoking of a moral 
order worthy of man’s aspira. 
tions, and the uprooting of the 
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dehumanising and deleterious 
social factors limiting man’s 
accomplishment of his ideals. 
In today world the capitalist 
system shows the unmistakab- 
el sings of militating against 
the full satisfaction of man’s 
social needs. It is characteri- 
sed by acts such as the bur- 
ning of excess wheat supplies, 
the throwing of a apple 
surpluses and butter 
into the gea on the 
grounds that if these excesses 
find their way into the market 
the interplay of demand and 
supply will be such as to redu- 
ce prices, and henceforth the 
level of profits. This acts take 
on a macabre and insensitive 
dimension when set against 
the phenomenal need for 
food in a world 
where hunger talks 
large areas. Needless to say 
this inhuman acts impress on 
our minds the bankrupcy of a 
system whose raison d’etre is 
the maximisation of 
profit. Conversely this makes 
all the more imperative for the 
human society to seriously 
embark anew course heral- 
ding a new age and order. Do- 
ubtlessly this new order car 
only be brought by the class 
most able to further develop 
the productive forces, and tho- 
ugh this capable of setting up 
new social relations which me 
asure up to the spirit and req- 
uirements of the times in whi- 
ch we live. The working class, 
whose categorisation is gai- 
ning more broad meaning, in 
alignment with national libe- 
ration against imperialism 
now constitutes the most prog- 
ressive class, whose interest 
fully harmonises with those of 
society at large, and accordin. 
ly it alone can take the man- 
tel to liberate human society, 
from the exploitative system 


of capitalism, 
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